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is in a hand of the seventeenth century, bat Dr. Tel ting claim*, ap-
parently npon good grounds, that it ia a copy of an original compiled
for the use of the merchant! and shipowner* of Staveren when it wai
at the height of its prosperity in the fourteenth century. The Staveren
oode bean a close resemblance to that of a fifteenth-century manu-
script at Cologne, which was the official text for the Hanse merchants of
Bruges, This, after long neglect, was rediscovered by Dr. Telting, and
ia printed, now for the first time, in the second column; the Staveren
text occupies the third column, and a text of Mr. C. A. den Tex from
other sources fills the fourth column. The Staveren manuscript con-
tain*, besides the Flemish veruon of the ' rolls,' twenty-seven additional
articles or ordinance* dealing with the shipping law as between mer-
chant and shipowner; these are printed in a similar synoptical way,
the Staveren text taking the place of the ' rolls' in the first column
and an Amsterdam text taking its place in the third column. The newly
discovered Staveren manuscript doea not differ materially from texts
printed by Pardesaus, and attributed by him indiscriminately to Amster-
dam, Enkhuysen, or Staveran ; and it i* suggested with some hesitation
that, in view of its antiquity, Btaveren may poeaibly be credited with the
most ancient code. Dr. Telting's discovery, and reasons whioh he give*
in his introduction, teem to make this probable. The importance of
the rolls of Oleron as a source of English maritime law has perhaps
been exaggerated, but upon the continent of Europe, as pointed out by
Dr. Telting (p. xvi), they have exercised considerable influence, and some of
the codes founded upon them have been in use almost down to the present
day. In English legal records the ' law of Oleron ' has been and BMU is
occasionally cited, but, like that ' general maritime law ' the existence of
which is sometimes assumed, but whioh has never yet existed, it has not
materially influenced our courts. Perhaps the earliest reference to it, is
in a case triad in the Toliey court of Bristol in 1849, where the ' law of
016ron' was cited as an authority for the liability of a shipmaster for
theft of cargo by his crew. The record of this case, referred to by
Prynne,1 has recently been discovered by Dr. Gross.* In a document of
1679 a ' wrack of the Beas' is stated to have been ' yeaxed and daied
according to the law of Oleron/1 but it is not clear what Oleron has to do
with the matter. That anomaly in English law, division of loos in case
of collision, has sometimes, without muoh reason, been traced to the law
of Oleron, and it may be noted that the Staveren ordinance* * have a
provision for distribution of loss in such a case; but the idea here seems
to be contribution by way of general average rather than liability for
joint negligence, which is the modern explanation of the English rule.
These and many other references to the law of Oleron indicate that the
oode has at least a traditional importance in the development of our law.

B .G. M.

Dr. 0. McOall Theal is bringing out a new edition of his well-known
history. The first volume of the first series, which is now entitled
History and Ethnography of Africa South of ths Zamb**i from the
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Settlement of the Portuguese to the Conquest of the Gape Colony by
the British in September 1795, deals with The Portuguese in South
Africa from 1606 to 1700 (London: Swan Sonnenscheln, 1907).
The present edition h u been greatly strengthened and enlarged with
regard to the Boihmen, Hottentots, and particularly the Bantu immi-
grants, and on this ground the title has been altered. The strong points
and •horteomioga of Dr. ThealV methods as an historian are by this time
too well known to need recapitulation ; bat few living men can point to
inch long and honourable service in the canoe of history as is comme-
morated in the Preface to this book. In one respect this volume com-
pares unfavourably with previous volume*. Each of the volumes of the
last edition of the Sittory of South Africa, 1786-187S, h u a upante
index, a great convenience when volume! appear at different dates. The
usefulness of the history would further be increased by a more plentiful
reference to authorities, and by a bibliography. H. £ . E.

The third volume of Protestor P. J. Bktk's Oeschiedenis van het
Nederlandtehe Volk, of which we reviewed the English translation in
1901 (vol. xvi. 569), h u appeared In a German form in the Geschichte
der Suropaitchen, Staattn. The version of this, as of the preceding
volumes, is the work of Mr. O. G. Houtronw (Gtschichte der Nxtdtrlande,
HE. Gotha : F. A. Perthe*, 1907). &

The late Mr. E. J. Payne's two series of selections from Hakluyt, pub-
lished under the title of Voyage* of the EUsabeihan Seam** to America,
reached a second edition in 1893 and 1900. They have now been com-
pressed into a single volume by the- omission of Thomas Cavendish's last
voyage, and of Ralegh's Discovery of Guutna, apparently as not tending
to edification (Voyage* of the Eluabtthan Seamen, Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1907). Mr. 0. B. Beailey has supplied some useful pages of
additional notes. F.

Marshal Turenne^ by the author of the Life of Svr Ktnelm Digby
(London: Longmans, 1907), may be described in the words used
of another work (Falkland*) by the same author ten years ago:
' an agreeable compilation, bringing together many interesting facts
. . . but not possessing much historical value.'l The author him-
self speaks of it as • a work written for the general reader by a
writer ignorant of military matters,' and the account of Turenne's
operations is not always easy to follow. Armies pass each other
unawares durmg the night, but are found confronting one another next
morning. The book is drawn mainly from Bamsay, but it is seasoned
by Napoleon's oomments and enlivened by anecdotes from contemporary
memoirs. Turanne is one of the men who are always worth reading
about, and we are given a vivid picture of him- There is an interesting
chapter on his change of faith, showing that it was gradual and genuine.
He had complained two years before, in a letter to his wife, that' each
party rtpresents the religion of the other in such a manner only as may

an aversion to it' He was much impressed by the length to
1 AnU, voL ziU. 869.
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